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GUILDFORD HOTEL 
Statement 

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [10.03 pm]: I rise tonight to make some comments following on 
from my statement last night about the status of the Guildford Hotel. As I mentioned last night, the owners of the 
Guildford Hotel have withdrawn their appeal against the conditions on their planning approval that had been put 
forward by the City of Swan. I understand that the City of Swan had gone to quite a deal of trouble to ensure that 
it happened in a timely fashion.  
This means that those conditions can finally be fulfilled, and these address a number of the issues that I spoke 
about yesterday evening. For example, I compared the two engineers’ reports that have been used to talk about 
what is needed for the building. The conditions that have now been agreed to include a requirement for the 
building to be assessed by a certified structural engineer with experience in heritage buildings, which is really 
positive. Hopefully, that means we are going to get through the impasse we have had with two competing 
assessments. The structural engineer is tasked with ensuring that they undertake a dilapidation survey, that they 
propose a method for retaining the external walls of the building and also for construction within the building in 
a way that will not compromise those external walls, and provide an outline of the urgent works that are needed 
to address the issues of stabilising the external walls, the conservation of brickwork and the render and, 
importantly, weatherproofing. 
There will also need to be documentation and plans that meet the satisfaction of the Heritage Council that 
include the detail of the extent of any demolition and retention, and that detail the scope of conservation works to 
be undertaken, including of the belvedere. This will settle for certain just what heritage values are left in the 
building and what can and will be saved. This reporting and planning and design are all required to be 
undertaken prior to the granting of a building licence. There are a number of other conditions that need to be 
fulfilled prior to the granting of the building licence. Many of them require similar levels of work.  
The identified urgent works are required to be done within 12 months of the granting of the building licence. I 
think that leaves us to ask where we are now. The community is expecting and are already raising concerns that 
it could take up to 12 months for an application for a building licence to be made. There is then a concern that 
we are looking at another 12 months on top of that for the urgent works to be undertaken. Unfortunately, even 
though we are seeing progress finally, it is not an impossible scenario that the Guildford Hotel could see another 
two winters with no roof even while the conditions that have now been set are being complied with.  

I dread the consequences for the hotel if we end up stuck in more delays or there is another round of argument 
and delays over the specifics of the building licence. I can only hope that the reporting we have seen around this 
issue this morning and in particular over the previous day is correct in its statement that the owners will have the 
urgent works finished within the year. We need to see the Guildford Hotel restored and rebuilt, once again 
fulfilling its role in the heart of Guildford. I think that the residents would be delighted to see an end to this 
whole saga. 
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